108   ANCIENT AND MODERN IMPERIALISM
I turn to another point which does not bear directly on the question of fusion, but which is highly worthy of note in any consideration of the difficulties which lie in the path of the modern, as compared to the ancient, Imperialist. I have already mentioned that, as in the case of the suppression of Druidical practices, a few faint traces of the modern spirit of humanitarianism are to be found in Roman historical records. For instance, when provincial towns or districts were devastated by some natural visitation, such as a disastrous earthquake, or an epidemic disease, relief was afforded to them, and they were temporarily exempted from the payment of tribute.1 Again, at a much later period
that its  author,  whoever  he  may have  been, probably believed that the wild statements he made were true.
1 te Eodem anno duodecim celebres Asia* urbes conlapsse nocturao motu terrae. . . . Asperrima in Sardianos lues plurimum in eosdem misericordiae traxit; nam eenties sestertium pollicitus Caesar, et quantum serario aut fisco pendebant in quinquennium remisit. Magnetes a Sipylo proximi damno ac remedio habiti. Temnios, Philadel-phenos, Aegeatas, Apollonidenses, quique Mosteni aut Macedones Hyrcani vocantur, et Hierocaesariam, Myrinam, Cymen, Tmolum levari idem in tempos tributis mittique